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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Missouri Nurses Association Expands Membership to Licensed Practical Nurses in Historic First

Jefferson City, MO — January 6, 2026 — In a historic milestone marking the first membership expansion in its more than 100-year history, the Missouri Nurses Association (MONA) announced that it will begin welcoming Licensed Practical Nurses (LPNs) as members effective January 1, 2026.
Founded over a century ago, MONA has long served as the professional voice for nursing in Missouri, advocating for nurses, patients, and the nursing profession at the state level. This expansion reflects MONA’s commitment to strengthening nursing advocacy by bringing nurses across roles and practice settings together under a unified voice.
“Advocacy is strongest when nurses stand together,” said Jill Kliethermes, Executive Director of the Missouri Nurses Association. “Licensed Practical Nurses play a vital role in healthcare delivery across Missouri, and welcoming LPNs into MONA strengthens our collective voice as we advocate for policies that impact nurses and the patients they serve.”
As LPN members, participants will have access to state-level advocacy and engagement opportunities, select educational programs and events, and member savings and benefits offered through MONA. While LPN membership does not include American Nurses Association (ANA) membership benefits currently, the expansion ensures that LPN perspectives are represented in conversations affecting nursing practice, workforce issues, and healthcare policy in Missouri.
The decision comes at a time when healthcare systems nationwide are navigating workforce challenges and evolving care models. MONA’s leadership emphasized that expanding membership reflects both the realities of modern nursing and the organization’s mission to advance the profession through inclusion, advocacy, and collaboration.
“This is an important evolution for MONA,” Kliethermes added. “For more than 100 years, we have adapted to meet the needs of nurses and patients. Welcoming LPNs as members reinforces our commitment to representing nursing as a profession and ensuring that nurses’ voices are heard at the Capitol.”
More information about LPN membership and eligibility is available at www.missourinurses.org/lpn.
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About the Missouri Nurses Association
The Missouri Nurses Association is the professional organization representing nurses across the state. For more than 100 years, MONA has advocated for nursing excellence, patient safety, and the advancement of the nursing profession through policy, education, and engagement.
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